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German National Statement












Mr President,
Germany welcomes the delegation of Sierra Leone to the UPR and thanks for its national report. 
Germany acknowledges the efforts of Sierra Leone to improve compliance with international human rights obligations and its engagement with related mechanisms, such as the Treaty Bodies. In an equal measure, we welcome Sierra Leone’s strong engagement in the Human Rights Council. 
We acknowledge that further progress has been hampered because of the Ebola crisis. Also in acknowledgement of improvements made since the end of the civil war, Germany wishes to offer the following recommendations to Sierra Leone:	
1. Germany recommends ensuring that all police officers are aware of and abide by international human rights standards on police use of force.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]We further reiterate our recommendation which Sierra Leone had accepted in its first UPR and recommend addressing the issue of female genital mutilation in an appropriate manner through awareness raising programs for parents, women, girls and traditional and religious leaders and suitable legal instruments.

3. We recommend ensuring the rights of all girls to education by inter alia reversing a decision to ban pregnant girls from attending classes and exams. 

4. Lastly, we recommend abolishment of the death penalty in law.


Thank you, Mr. President.












Questions submitted in advance with regard to the UPR of Sierra Leone – 27 January 2016 / UPR24
1. Germany would like to enquire about equal and non-discriminatory access to education for pregnant girls. Could Sierra Leone please inform about the current state of play – how does Sierra Leone handle the situation of pregnant girls in the school system?

2. Which concrete measures will the Government put in place to raise public awareness of the existence and implications of anti-trafficking laws and to ensure that alleged violations are investigated and perpetrators brought to justice? 

3. In its last UPR, Sierra Leone accepted a number of recommendations to abolish the death penalty in law and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. We would like to ask what steps have been taken since Sierra Leone accepted these recommendations and what steps are still outstanding?
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